
In September I  sent out a brief  e-newsletter with a quick bit  of  information
and introductions,  but beginning this month my goal  is  to local ize
information and upcoming events that may be of  interest to you.  I  would
also encourage you to provide me feedback or event information that you
may know of that could be included in these monthly e-newsletter edit ions.  
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Hester’s Happenings
Welcome!

Soil Amendments

Soi l  addit ives are different from tradit ional
fert i l izers and soi l  amendments in that they
usual ly  have l i t t le or no nutrient content.
There is  no requirement for these products
to have a guaranteed analysis  label ,  as long
as they make no claim(s)  regarding fert i l izer
value ( i .e.  N-P-K) .  Many of  these products
state on the label  that they are not a
substitute for a fert i l izer program, but
enhance the effect iveness of  fert i l izer
normally appl ied or make nutrients in the
soi l  more avai lable to the crop.  They are
claimed to improve soi l  physical ,  chemical ,
and biological  propert ies to improve nutrient
and/or water avai labi l i ty  in the soi l  and 
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The 2023-24 Master Gardener Program is underway! If you haven’t registered
yet, there is still a little bit of time for you to do so! We will have classes on
Thursday evenings beginning at 6:00 and running no later than 9:00. If you
have any questions about the program, please reach out! If you’re looking just
to gain some garden knowledge, your attendance is certainly welcome!

Tis the Season...
Deer season is  here!  White-tai led deer,  wi ld
turkey,  general  hunts begin November 4,  2023.

increase crop nutrient uptake.
Most tradit ional  soi l  amendments and commercial  fert i l izers have been tested
extensively through research tr ials  to document both their  benefits  and
l imitat ions.  The benefits  from many of these non-tradit ional  products have
not been proven scientif ical ly  by independent research (McFarland et al . ,
1998:  Non-Tradit ional  Soi l  Addit ives) .  Sometimes crop yield can be reduced by
some soi l  addit ives (Bauder,  1976),  but often,  no posit ive or negative effect
can be substantiated.  Therefore,  be very cautious before making a decis ion to
use these products.

Soil Amendments (cont.)

The best advice that can be given to growers
is to evaluate new products careful ly  and
insist  upon local  or regional  research data
(not test imonials)  demonstrat ing product
effect iveness and value.  Since there are so
many products on the market,  i t  is  diff icult
for Extension personnel  and university
researchers to test  al l  of  the products.
Nevertheless,  Extension agents and special ist
may st i l l  be able to give you some
information based on their  experiences with
similar products.

Webb County
Texas Parks &
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Jeffrey Hester
County Extension Agent 
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Sunday Monday Thursday Friday SaturdayTuesday Wednesday

Happy
Thanksgiving

WHO YOU GONNA’ CALL?

jeffrey.hester@ag.tamu.edu

956.523.5290

7209 E. Saunders St. Suite 5 
Laredo, TX 78041

webb.agrilife.org

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
- Webb County

Agriculture & Natural Resources e-Newsletter
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Upcoming Dates to Remember!
December 9 Laredo Main Street Farmers Market 11-3pm
February 7-10, 2024 Laredo Birding Festival  

11-3pm

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin,

disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the
County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.

Event @ North Central Park
1-10pm

FALL Ranch Tour
8-1

Rainwater Harvesting
Webinar

6:00

Turfgrass
Webinar

6:00


